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Aquatic Worm 

• Looks like an earthworm, but 

smaller and thinner 

• Usually red or pink in color 

 

Black Fly Larva 

• Bowling pin shape 

• Attaches its rear end to leaves, twigs, 

rocks, etc. 

• Feathery feeding appendages on head 

 

Caddisfly Larva (Case-Builder)  

• Builds a case out of leaves, twigs, 

pebbles, etc. 

• 6 jointed legs close to the head 

• 2 hooks at rear end 

• Can look similar to midge fly larvae 

(look for legs!) 

 

Caddisfly  Larva (Net-Spinner)  

• Feathery gills on underbelly 

• 6 jointed legs close to the head 

• 2 hooks at rear end with feathery 

extensions 

• Thicker body than the case-builder 

 

Crane Fly Larva 

• Looks like a caterpillar 

• Raised ridges around its body 

• Fleshy protrusions at rear end 

 

 
 

Leech 

• Segmented and worm-like 

• Can be gray, brown or black in color 

• Not all leeches suck blood! 

       

 

Crayfish 

• Looks like a little lobster! 

 
 
 
 

Damselfly Nymph 

• 3 thick “tails” (they’re really gills!) 

• Long, thin body 

• 6 long jointed legs 

• Head is often football-shaped 

 
 

Dragonfly Nymph 

• Rounder, fatter shape 

• 6 jointed legs 

• Large eyes on sides of head 

• Look carefully, they play dead! 

 

Flatworm 

• Arrow-shaped head 

• Cartoonish eye spots 

 

 

 

Alderfly Larva 
 

• Six segmented legs 

• Single tail filament 

• 6-8 pairs of lateral filaments 

 

 

 

 

 

Hellgrammite 

• 6 true legs, but lots of lateral filaments 

• Pincers on head 

• Very dark in color 

 

 



! 

! 

☹ 

☹ 

# 

# 

# 

# 

# 

 

Gilled Snail 

• Has an operculum (door) that seals off the shell 
opening 

• Shell opens to the right 
• Gilled is good! 

 

 

Lunged Snail 

• No operculum 
• Shell opens to the left (Left is Lunged!) 

 

 

Mayfly Nymph 

• 6 jointed legs 
• 3 long, hair-like tails 
• Gills along the abdomen 

 

 

Midge Fly Larva 

• Small and worm-like 
• Usually clear or red in color 
• Twitch and writhe 

 
Scud 

• Side swimmers, move very quickly 
• Clear or gray in color 
• Crustaceans with lots of legs 

 

 

Sowbug 

• Aquatic version of the pill bug 
• Lots of legs, two long antennae 
• Usually gray or brown in color 

 

 

Stonefly Nymph 

• 2 antennae and 2 tails 
• 6 jointed legs 
• 3 armored plates on thorax 

 
 
 

Water Penny 

• Flattened, circular bodies 
• Usually attached to rocks 

 
 
 

Riffle Beetle Larva 

• Six segmented legs 
• Elongate and cylindrical 
• Usually dark in color 


